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SUBJECT: DOMESTIC TRANQUILITY AS CONFERENCE BEGINS 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY. PROMULGATION OF NEW SET OF 
EMERGENCY REGULATIONS OVER WEEKEND AND PRESENCE OF 
LARGE SECURITY FORCE IN COLOMBO HAS ENABLED GSL 

TO INAUGURATE NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE IN ATMOSPHERE 
OF POLITICAL AND LABOR TRANQUILITY. LAST WEEK'S 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS STRIKE WAS BROUGHT TO QUICK HALF 
BY THREAT OF IMPRISONMENT. OTHER UNIONS HAVE BEEN 
SUFFICIENTLY INTIMIDATED THAT THEY ARE LIKELY TO 
REMAIN QUIESCENT. PRIME MINISTER S POLITICAL 
OPPONENTS HAVE APPARENTLY DECIDED THAT OPPORTUNITY 
TO EMBARRASS HER GOVERNMENT IS NOT WORTH INCURRING 
CONSEQUENCES OF HER WRATH. END SUMMARY. 

2. SHORT STRIKE LAST WEEK BY TWO POSTAL UNIONS WHICH 
HAD THREATENED DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN COMMUNICATIONS 
FACILITIES DURING NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE WAS SUSPENDED 
OVER WEEKEND IN RESPONSE TO PROMULGATION OF TOUGH NEW 
EMERGENCY REGULATIONS. TITLED APPROPRIATELY 
EMERGENCY (MAINTENANCE OF SECURITY DURING THE NON- 
ALIGNED SUMMIT CONFERENCE) REGULATIONS, THEY 
PROHIBIT GOVERNMENT SERVANTS FROM OBSTRUCTING OR 
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THEIR DUTIES FROM AUGUST 10-30. IF REGULATIONS ARE 
TRANSGRESSED "GOVERNMENT MAY, NOTWITHSTANDING ANYTHING 
IN ANY OTHER WRITTEN LAW TO THE CONTRARY TAKE ALL SUCH 
STEPS AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN ANY SERVICE TO THE 
PUBLIC.” 

3. THESE REGULATIONS QUICKLY INTIMIDATED TWO STRIKING 
UNIONS WHO SUSPENDED STRIKE TILL AFTER CONFERENCE WHEN 
THEIR LEVERAGE OVER GOVERNMENT WILL BE CONSIDERABLY 
REDUCED. OTHER POTENTIAL STRIKE-OF RAILWAY 
STATIONMASTERSA 

WAS RUMORED TO START THIS WEEK BUT WILL NO DOUBT ALSO BE 
ABANDONED FOR NOW. 

4. POWERFUL OPPOSITION TROTSKYITE UNIONS HAVE NOT BREN 
HEARD FROM. NOT MANY IN COLOMBO QUITE BELIEVED THEIR 
PROTESTATIONS OF WHOLE-HEARTED SUPPORT FOR MRS. 

BAND ARAN AIKE'S CONFERENCE BUT THEY TOO HAVE DECIDED NOT 
TO TAKE RISK OF ACTIVELY DEFYING HER. THEIR SEVEN- WEEK 
OLD LEVER BROTHERS STRIKE CONTINUES BUT IS PRIVATE-SECTOR 
AFFAIR, UNAFFECTED BY EMERGENCY REGULATIONS AND IRRELEVANT 
TO CONFERENCE. 

5. OTHER POTENTIAL DISSIDENTS, SEPARATIST TAMILS, HAVE 
BEEN CHASTENED BY RECENT TRIAL, SUSPENDED FOR DURATION 
OF CONFERENCE (COLOMBO 2693). PRIME MINISTER HAS MADE 
PRO FORMA GESTURE TO TAMIL COMMUNITY BY HOLDING 
WHAT IS DESCRIBED AS "MINI-SUMMIT" AUGUST 10 

WITH RECENTLY-FORMED MODERATE TAMIL GROUP; UNCONNECTED 
WITH MILITANT TAMIL UNITED LIBERATION FRONT (TULF). 

ONLY OBVIOUS TULF ANTI-GOVERNMENT GESTURE IS MAILING TO 
DELEGATES AND OTHERS. INCLUDING EMBASSY, OF SEPARATIST 
TRACT FROM EXPATRIATE CHARTER IN LONDON. 
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